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Manage Your Pond  
for the Long Term

Your lake or pond is a valuable resource. Water 

is vital for wildlife habitat, agriculture, industry, 

households, and recreation. Knowing this, do 

you have a long-term water management 

plan in place? You may want to ask your-

self these questions: “What is there to 

manage?” “Is my pond in balance?” 

“Where does my water come from?” 

“What is up stream?”  And finally, 

“What is most important: fishing, 

swimming, irrigation?” A long-term 

lake or pond management plan will 

answer these questions and help you 

to discover the many valuable uses 

of your water.  
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(continued on page 4)

Your AQUA DOC team consistently works to stay informed on all things 
new regarding our shared resource (water), we are on top of it!

“Why Install an Aeration System?” (continued from page 2)

all provide an oxygen refuge if a low oxygen event 
should occur. Low oxygen levels can be caused by pond 
turnover, night respiration by excessive vegetation, and 
the killing of excessive plants too late in the season. Dif-
fuser systems can prevent kills by preventing stratifica-
tion in the pond. They can also prevent winter fish kills 
by keeping a hole open in the ice for oxygen exchange. 

Benefit: Increased Fish Production
Aerated ponds can produce more pounds of fish per 
acre than un-aerated ponds. This is especially true in 
ponds that are non-stratified and circulating regularly.  

Advantages of surface aeration systems:
•	Transfer oxygen quickly, good for emergency  

aeration. Can prevent most summer fish kills.
•	Can reduce duckweed and watermeal growth.

Advantages of diffuser systems:
•	De-stratifies ponds and prevents turnovers.
•	Allow for efficient decomposition by aerobic  

bacteria and reduces odors released.
•	Inhibit the production of black muck.
•	Increase fish production through nutrient  

cycling and enhancement of the food chain.
•	Can reduce aquatic vegetation.  
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